8                        INDIES   ADVENTURE

Portuguese gentlemen of that time were at: home both on
sea and on land, and every intelligent man was passionately
interested in the science of navigation, but the fact remains
that captains were selected for their distinguished birth and,
eminent social position as much as, or more than, for Iheir
nautical attainments. It was well, therefore, that the
humbler pilot could make up for possible deficiencies.

The fleet sailing for India in 1503 was bound on a, double
errand, commercial and diplomatic. Their first object was
to collect the yearly load of spices (mainly popper), and the
second to persuade the Rajah of Cochin to grant what
Portugal required. This was nothing less than a Fortress of
their own to be built on his territory. The Rajah of Cochin
was friendly enough, but any emergency might arise, and
the memory of the massacre of Cabral's men at Calient was
only two years old. A Portuguese fort on Indian soil would
make a repetition of the occurrence difficult. Further, I).
Manuel's captains had instructions to establish trade with
Quilon and attempt to reach an understanding with Calient;
Vasco da Gama had been dispatched the year before to
deal out chastisement for the Samorin's misdeeds, and the
admiral was even then on his way home, having obeyed
his orders to the letter and added a few embellishments of
his own. The Samorin ought to be in a repentant frame of
mind.

Francisco and Afonso dc Albuquerque were each given
three ships, but they did not sail at the same time. Afonso,
who did nothing slowly, had his squadron equipped and under
way a good ten days before his cousin. Ho, was not obliged
to wait for him, no doubt to their mutual satisfaction;
Portuguese captains preferred one another at a distance, and
cousins were no exception to the rule.

Thus Afonso sailed on 6th April, 1503, on his flagship
Santiago. With, him went Duarte Pacheco Pcrdra, the future
hero of Cochin and the greatest geographer and mathe-
matician of his generation, commanding Espinto Santo, and
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